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Who are the Ahl al-Bayt (People of the House) 

in the Purification Verse (Ayah al-Tat'hir)? And 

who are the Members of the Family in the Verse 

of Hazrat Ibrahim (AS)? 

 

The group of (Imamah) Leadership and (Khilafah) Caliphate 

Questioner's name: Aliakbar Salimi 

Explaining the question: 

Question1: who are the Ahl al-Bayt in the purification Verse and who are Ahl 

al-Bayt in the verse of Hazrat Ibrahim (AS) 

In the first verse Ahl al-Bayt is the family of Hazrat Ibrahim (AS) and in the 

second verse the Ahl al-Bayt is the family of the prophet of God (PBUH).  

The argument between Sunnis and Shiites is about who the Ahl al-Bayt is in 

each verse. Sunnis know it as a general concept for all the relatives whereas Shiites 

discuss it as a special group only. Shiites base their argument on the Quranic verses 

and at the same time on the Sunnis‟ narrations to prove their claim about this 

matter. But there is a disagreement among Sunnis about the meaning of (Ahl al-

Bayt) because they are disassociated from the divine source. 

Support for the Shiites' view: 

The lexical meaning of the Member of the Family (Ahl al-Bayt): 

In Arabic language the phrase إو اىشجو is used to refer to the family of 

that man. So firstly the Ahl al-Bayt of a man is the wife, children and also the 

relatives. 

The term the Members of the Family in view of Quran: 
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But there is a special religious term which is special for the meaning of Ahl 

al-Bayt: 

In the Quran the term (إو) {Ahl} is used for some of the prophets‟ special 

relatives and it doesn‟t include all the relatives. Because in the Quran even the son 

of Noah (AS) was exempt from the members of Noah‟s family. Even some 

prophet‟s wives were exempt like (the wives of Noah and Lot) 

ع٘سٓ ٕ٘د )قَاهَ َٝا ُّ٘حُ ئَُّٔ ىَٞظَ ٍِِ إٔيِکَ ئَُّٔ عَََوٌ غَيُر صَاىِخٍ 

 (46آٝٔ 

Said He, „O Noah! Indeed He is not of your family. Indeed he is 

[personification of] unrighteous conduct. 

So to understand the meaning of the member of the family of each messenger, 

we must go back to the divine source and learn about the meaning of the members 

of the family.  

It‟s better to return to the narrations which are agreed upon by Shiites and 

Sunnis to learn about Ahl al-Bayt of the prophet of God (PBUH). 

Regarding the revelation of Sura al-Ahzab, Sunnis quoted the narration of 

Hadith al-Kisa (Hadith of the Event of the Cloak). 

عِ صَفَِٞحَ تِْْدِ شَْٞثَحَ، قَاىَدْ قَاىَدْ عَائِشَحُ خَشَجَ اىَْثُِٜ صيٚ الله 

فَجَاءَ اىْذَغَُِ تُِْ  ٍِِْ شَعْشٍ أَعَْ٘دَعيٞٔ ٗعيٌ غَذَاجً َٗعَيَِْٞٔ ٍِشْطٌ ٍُشَدَوٌ 

عَيٍِٜ فَأَدْخَئَُ ثٌَُ جَاءَ اىْذُغَُِْٞ فَذَخَوَ ٍَعَُٔ ثٌَُ جَاءَخْ فَاطََِحُ فَأَدْخَيََٖا 

ىُِٞزِْٕةَ عَْْنٌُُ  ئَََِّا ُٝشِٝذُ اىئَُ)ثٌَُ جَاءَ عَيٌِٜ فَأَدْخَئَُ ثٌَُ قَاهَ 

(.  ْٝدِ َُٗٝطَِٖشَمٌُْ ذَطِْٖيرااىشِجْظَ إَْٔوَ اىْةَ

-Sahih Moslem: 7/ 130, hadith 6414 

Aisha says: When the prophet of God (PBUH) was going out wearing a 

patterned cloak made of a black hair. Then Hassan Ibn Ali (AS) came then he 

wrapped him under it. Then Hussain Ibn Ali (AS) came and he also wrapped him. 

Then Ali (AS) came and he wrapped him under it. Then said: God desires to take 

away any uncleanliness from you, people of the household, and purify you. 
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ٗدعا سع٘ه الله صيٚ الله عيٞٔ ٗعيٌ الحغِ ٗالحغين ٗعيٞا 

فأرٕة  ٌٕ ث٘تا فقاه اىيٌٖ ٕإلاء إٔو تٞتيٗفاطَح فَذ عيٜ

عٌْٖ اىشجظ ٗطٖشٌٕ ذطٖيرا 

-Sonan Al-Nesai Al-Kobra, v 5 p 113 

The prophet (PBUH) called al-Hassan (AS), al-Hussain, Ali (AS) and Fatima 

then he covered them with a cloth and said: God! They are my family so take away 

any uncleanliness from them and purify them. 

دذثْا محَ٘د تِ غٞلاُ دذثْا أت٘ أحمذ اىضتيرٛ دذثْا  3871

اىْبي صيٚ الله  عفٞاُ عِ صتٞذ عِ شٖش تِ د٘شة عِ أً عيَح أُ

عيٌ جيو عيٚ الحغِ ٗالحغين ٗعيٜ ٗفاطَح مغاء ثم قاه عيٞٔ ٗ

عٌْٖ اىشجظ ٗطٖشٌٕ ذطٖيرا  اىيٌٖ ٕإلاء إٔو تٞتي ٗخاصتي أرٕة

فقاىد أً عيَح ٗأّا ٍعٌٖ ٝا سع٘ه الله قاه ئّل ئلى خير قاه 

شٜء سٗٛ في ٕزا ٗفي اىثاب عِ عَش تِ  ٕزا دذٝث دغِ ٕٗ٘ أدغِ

ٍٗعقو تِ ٝغاس ٗعائشح  أتٜ عيَح ٗأّظ تِ ٍاىل ٗأتٜ الحَشاء

-Sonan Al-Termezi, v 5 p 699 

 

Umm Salamah, the wife of the prophet, (peace be upon him) says: the prophet 

of God took Hassan, Hussain, Ali and Fatima under a cloak, Then said “O! God 

they are my household and my closest relatives. Take away any uncleanliness from 

them and purify them”. Umm Salamah says: “I asked him “am I a member of Ahl 

al-Bayt?” He said “you‟re a good person but you are not a member of Ahl al-Bayt, 

you are from the good people”  

 

Tirmadhi says: this is a proper narration and the best one about this matter… 

Albani accounted this narration in his book (Sahih Sunan al-Tirmadhi, al-

Albani, vol 3, p 306, Hadith No. 3205) as true. 

And also Hakim Neyshabouri quotes this narration and says: 

. ٗلم يخشجآ ٕزا دذٝث صذٞخ عيٚ ششط اىثخاسٛ

-Al-Mostadrak: v 2 p 416, 3 / 146 
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This narration is authentic from the view of Bukhari and Muslim but they 

have never quoted it. 

And also he has mentioned a narration of the same content: 

. ٕزا دذٝث صذٞخ عيٚ ششط اىثخاسٛ ٗلم يخشجآ

- Al-Mostadrak: v 2 p 416 

This narration is authentic from the view of Muslim but he has never quoted 

it. 

 

Even Tabrani mentions ten narrations from number 2662 to number 2673 in 

vol 3 p 52 which clearly state the same content that the household of the prophet 

are only Ali (AS), Hassan (AS) and Hussain (AS) and even Umm Salama who is 

one of the wives of the prophet (PBUH) is not a member of the group. 

Ahmad Ibn Hanbal and Tabarani have also quoted the following narration 

from Umm Salama that she says:  

ئّّل عيٚ : فشفعد اىنغاء لأدخو ٍعٌٖ فجزتٔ ٍِ ٝذٛ ٗقاه

. خير

-Mosnad Ahmad, v 6 p 323, Al-Mojam Al-Kabir lel Tabarani, v 3 p 53 

 

So I rose the cloak up to enter with them, so the prophet took it out of my 

hands and said “you are a good person” 

More interestingly, Ibn Taymiyah the theoretical leader of Wahhabis says the 

following about them: 

ٗالحغِ ٗالحغين ٍِ أعظٌ إٔو تٞرٔ اخرصاصا تٔ مَا ثثد في 

قاه  اىصذٞخ أّٔ داس مغاءٓ عيٚ عيٜ ٗفاطَح ٗدغِ ٗدغين ثم

 فأرٕة عٌْٖ اىشجظ ٗطٖشٌٕ ذطٖيرا اىيٌٖ ٕإلاء إٔو تٞتي

-Menhaj Al-Sonat Al-Nabaviye, v 4 p 561 

The meaning is clear. O! God! They are my family, so take any uncleanliness 

away from them and purify them. 
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In these sentences there is no prerequisite for the purification of Ahl al-Bayt. 

This means that their piety is the prerequisite. 

God says about the wives of the prophet in the Holy Quran: 

ع٘سٓ )َٝا ِّغَاءَ اىْبي ىَغرَُِ کَأَدَذٍ ٍَِِ اىِْغَاءِ ئُ اذَقَٞرَُِ 

( 32ادضاب آٝٔ 

O wives of the Prophet! You are not like any other women: if you are wary 

[of Allah], then do not be complaisant in your speech, lest he in whose heart is a 

sickness should aspire, and speak honorable words 

Also it‟s mentioned in some of the authentic narrations of Sunnis that some of 

the eminent Companions don‟t consider the wives of the prophet (peace be upon 

him) as a member of Ahl al-Bayt: 

عَِْ صَْٝذِ تِِْ أَسْقٌََ قَاهَ دَخَيَْْا عَيَِْٞٔ فَقُيَْْا ىَُٔ ىَقَذْ سَأَْٝدَ خَْٞشًا 

َٗعَاقَ  ٗهَ اىئَِ صَيَٚ اىئَُ عَيَِْٞٔ َٗعَيٌََ َٗصَيَْٞدَ خَيْفَُٔىَقَذْ صَادَثْدَ سَطُ

اىْذَذِٝثَ تَِْذِْ٘ دَذِٝثِ أَتِٜ دََٞاَُ غَْٞشَ أََُّٔ قَاهَ أَىَا َٗئِِّٜ ذَاسِكٌ 

ُٓ اذَثَعَ فِٞنٌُْ ثَقَيَِِْٞ أَدَذََُُٕا مِرَابُ اىئَِ عَضَ َٗجَوَ َُٕ٘ دَثْوُ اىئَِ ٍَِْ

مَاَُ عَيَٚ اىُْٖذَٙ ٍََِْٗ ذَشَمَُٔ مَاَُ عَيَٚ ضَيَاىَحٍ َٗفِِٞٔ فَقُيَْْا ٍَِْ إَْٔوُ 

 تَْٞرِِٔ ِّغَاؤُُٓ قَاهَ ىَا َٗاٌُْٝ اىئَِ ئَُِ اىََْشْأَجَ ذَنُُُ٘ ٍَعَ اىشَجُوِ

َٕا إَْٔوُ اىْعَصْشَ ٍِِْ اىذَْٕشِ ثٌَُ ُٝطَيِقَُٖا فَرَشْجِعُ ئِىَٚ أَتَِٖٞا َٗقًَِْ٘

تَْٞرِِٔ أَصْئُُ َٗعَصَثَرُُٔ اىَزَِِٝ دُشٍُِ٘ا اىصَذَقَحَ تَعْذَُٓ 

-Sahih Moslem, v 4 p 1874, Ketab Fazael Al-Sahabe, chapter Min Fazael Ali Ben Abi Taleb 

 

We asked (Zaid Ibn Arqam) Who are the Ahl al-Bayt of the prophet of God? 

His wives? He replied: No, I swear by God that the woman lives with her husband 

for a while and then he divorces her and she returns to her family and relatives. 

 

Besides this narration there are many narrations that differs in content from 

this narration but based on what was said the reason of this dissension is ignoring 

the Quran and the conduct and speech of the prophet (PBUH) himself. 
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But at first we could distinguish by the using Quran that from the view of 

religion Ahl al-Bayt of each prophet refers to a specific group. 

Then we showed some evidences from the Sunni narrations which are quoted 

on half of the prophet of God (PBUH). 

Good luck 

 The group of answering to misgivings  

 Research institute of Hazrat Wali Asr (May God hasten His deliverance) 

  


