Have any of the Sunni scholars ever claimed that
Ayishah used to breastfeed adult men?
Sunni groups
In the Name of God the Most Beneficent the Most Merciful

The elaboration of the question:
Ayishah ordered her sisters to suckle grown-up men:
Ayishah herself used to breastfeed adult men:
Can any unmarried woman ever breastfeed?
Abu Mohammad Dulabi who has been a prominent Sunni scholar used
to breastfeed children:
Should getting fed by milk be directly done from one’s teats?

Inquirer: Yusof
The issue of suckling grown-up men by a woman has been the matter of
controversy ever since the advent of Islam. The issue has been met with cons
pros. The Holy Prophet‟s (Peace Be upon Him) wife, Ayishah, was one of
those who threw heavy weight behind the controversial issue. However other
Ummuhat al-Momenin (Mothers of the Believers) were at odds with the
matter.
Ayishah ordered her sisters to suckle grown-up men:
According to Sunni scholars, Ayishah used to ask her sisters or nieces to
nurse any adult man whom she liked to be allowed to her house freely, so
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that Ayishah could get Mahram (permitted to take off her Hijab and
coverings in front of him).
Mohammad Nasir al-Din al-Bani has written in Abi Davud‟s Sahih Sunan,
ٍ أحَجَذْ عبئشخ
ْ شػعٍ َيٚ ٌ اهلل عُٓب رأيش ثُبدِ أخٕارٓب ٔثُبدِ إخٕرٓب أٙفجزنك كبَذ عبئشخ سػ
.ٓبٛذخم عهٚ  صى، خًظ سػعبد-ًشاٛ ٔإٌ كبٌ كج-ٓبٛذخم عهٚٔ شاْبٚ ٌأ

Based on this narrative, Ayishah used to order her sisters and nieces to
suckle the grown-up men, whom she loved to freely see her, five times.
He went on to say
 ٔيٍ قجهّ اثٍ انجبسٔد، ٔطححّ انحبفظ،٘ح عهٗ ششؽ انجخبسٛ إعُبدِ طح:قهذ
“I believe that the narrative is reliable based on conditions put forward by
Bukhari. Hafiz Ibn Hajar as well as Ibn Jarud before him has already edited
the narrative.”
Abi Davud‟s Sahih Sunan, vol. 6, p. 302
A number of other Sunni scholars have insisted that the matter not remain in
place as a binding decree. According to them, Ayishah‟s sisters had
breastfed several adult men so that they could freely go to her house as
Mahram in fact.
Ibn Qayyim al-Jowziyyah, one of Ibn Taymiyyah‟s best students, has cited
in his book, Zad al-Ma‟ad, as follows,
 حبل كجشِ أخذ يٍ أخٕارٓبٙش إرا أسػعزّ فٛٓب انكجٛ ٔقذ طح عُٓب أَٓب كبَذ رذخم عه:قبنٕا
انشػبع انًحشو
According to scholars and researches, it has been quoted from Ayishah that
grown-up men used to commute to her house after one of her sisters suckled
them.
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Al-Zar‟I, al-Damishqi al-Hanbali, Shams al-Din Abu „Abdullah Mohammad
Ibn Abi Bikr Ayub, known as Ibn al-Qayyim al-Jowziyyah, (died in 751
AH), Zad al-Ma‟ad fi Huda Khayr al-„Ibad, vol. 5, p. 584; researched by
Shu‟ayb al-Arnawut, „Abd al-Qadir al-Arnawut; published by Muassissat alRisalat, Maktabat al-Minar al-Islamiyya, Beirut, Kuwait, the fourteenth
edition, 1407 AH-1986 AD.
Even Imam Malik has cited in his book, Mowta, that Salim Ibn Abdullah Ibn
„Umar was breastfed by Umm Kolthum, Ayishah‟s sister. But he was not
allowed to go into Ayishah‟s home because he was not suckled as many as
ten times.
ِّ ٍِ أَ ْسعَهَذْ ث
َ َِٛ ِعٍْ ََبفِ ٍع َأٌَ عَبِنىَ ْثٍَ عَ ْج ِذ انهَِّ ْثٍِ عًَُ َش َأخْجَ َش ُِ َأٌَ عَب ِئشَ َخ ُأ َو انًُْ ْؤو
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َٔ
٘
َ َ ْذخُمَ عَمَٚ َٗػعَبدٍ حَز
َ عشْشَ َس
َ ِِّٛػع
ِ ذ أَ ْس
ْ َقِ فَقَبنِٚظذ
ِ  َثكْ ٍش انِٙذ أَث
ِ ُِْع إِنَٗ ُأخْزَِٓب ُأوِ كُهْضُٕوٍ ث
ََُشْعٚ ََُْٕٔ
ٍ
ْ فَْو َأ ُك
ػعَبدٍ ل
َ ْشَ صَهَبسِ َسَٛ غُِْٙػع
ِ ػعَبدٍ ُص َى يَ ِشػَذْ فََهىْ رُ ْش
َ  ُأوُ كُهْضُٕوٍ صَهَبسَ َسُِْٙػعَز
َ قَبلَ عَبِنىٌ فَأَ ْس
ٍػعَبد
َ عشْشَ َس
َ ٌِٙ ُأوَ كُهْضُٕ ٍو َنىْ رُ ِز َى ن
َ ٍ َأجْ ِم َأ
ْ َأ ْدخُمُ عَهَٗ عَب ِئشَ َخ ِي
Nafi‟ has quoted Salim Ibn Abdullah Ibn „Umar as saying that Umm alMomenin, Ayishah, sent him to Umm Kolthum, Abubakr‟s daughter, to
suckle him. Ayishah had told her to breastfed Salim ten times in order to be
permitted into her house. Salim said, “Umm Kolthum breastfed me only
three times. She could not suckle me more because she fell ill.”
Malik Ibn Anas Abu Abdullah al-Asbahi (died in 179 AH), Mowta al-Imam
Malik, vol. 2, p. 603, H. 126; researched by Mohammad Fuad „Abd al-Baqi;
published by Dar al-Turath al-„Arabi, Egypt.
The majority of Sunni scholars believe that Ayishah herself never breastfed
the men. But instead, she asked her sisters and nieces to do so as the only
way that could let them go to her.
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But has any of the Sunni scholars ever claimed that Ayishah suckled the
grown-up men herself?
Ayishah breastfed adult men herself:
Unfortunately, some of the Sunni scholars have claimed that it was Ayishah
herself who breastfed the grown-up men not her sisters or nieces.
For example, Allame Dr. Sheikh Mousa Shahin Lashin (died in 1430 AH),
who was a lecturer at the Faculties of Religious Principles and Hadith of alAzhar University in Egypt as well as the vice president of the same
university, has pointed out in his book, Fath al-Mun‟am, a commentary to
Sahih Muslim, that Ayishah herself breastfed a boy in order to get Mahram
to him.
ذخمٚ ٌ ٔكب، ٔأسػعذ غاليب فعال،ّحشيٚ شٛ اهلل عُٓب ـ رشٖ أٌ إسػبع انكجٙٔكبَذ عبئشّ ـ سػ
.ٍ رنكُٛخ أيٓبد انًؤيٛ ٔأَكش ثق،ٓبٛعه
Ayishah was of this belief that Rida‟ al-Kabir (breastfeeding an adult male)
could make a woman Mahram to him. She definitely suckled a boy, who was
just at puberty. Then that boy used to go into her house. Meanwhile, other
Mothers of the Believers were at odds with the notion of Rida‟.
Fath al-Mun‟am, Commentary to Sahih Muslim, vol. 5, p. 622.
Mohammad al-Tahir Ibn „Ashur (died in 1284), one of the senior Sunni
interpreters, has also affirmed that it was Ayishah herself who used to feed
grown-up men with her own breast milk.
ٌ رأّٔنذ رنك يٍ إر، ّْة أسػعز
َ ٓب أحذ انحجبٛذخم عهٚ ٌٍ إرا أسادد أُٛٔكبَذ عبئشخ أ ّو انًؤي...
، ٍُّٛ أيّٓبد انًؤيٕٛافقٓب عهٚ  ْٕٔ سأ٘ نى، فخٚ حزّٙ ٔعهى ِنغَْٓهخ صٔط أثٛ طهٗ اهلل عهٙانُج
ُّ ٔقذ سجع ع. شٛ ثئعًبل سػبع انكج، ش ثٍ ععذٛ ٔقبل ثّ انه، ٍ ثزنك
ّ ٓٛذخم أحذ عهٚ ٌٍْ أَٛٔأث
ّأثٕ يٕعٗ األشعش٘ ثعذ أٌ أفزٗ ث
Whenever Ayishah wanted a man to come and see her, she breastfed him
first. Her justification was the Holy Prophet‟s (Peace Be Upon Him)
4

permission to Sahla to do so. The Prophet‟s (PBUH) other wives, however,
were at loggerheads with Ayishah in this regard. They dismissed that idea as
a way that allowed men to come and see them. Layth Ibn Sa‟d also
supported the notion of Rida‟ al-Kabir. But Abu Mousa Ash‟ari withdrew
immediately after he issued a decree in favor of it.
Mohammad al-Tahir Ibn „Ashur (died in 1284), al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, vol.
4, p. 297; published by Dar Sahnun Lil Nashr wa al-Towzi‟, Tunisia, 1997
AD.
But don‟t these claims defame the Holy Prophet‟s (PBUH) wife?
If the answer is yes why shouldn‟t they be deleted from Sunni books then?
In case a Shia figure had made such a claim in his book, wouldn‟t Sunni
scholars have branded him an infidel under the pretext of insulting the
Prophet‟s (PBUH) wife?
Can an unmarried woman breastfeed?
The question that might come to someone‟s mind is that how could Ayishah
ever breastfeed other men at a time when she did not have a husband. How
could she ever suckle while she never had a child?
In answer to this question, we should refer to Sunni scholars who have
asserted that a woman does not necessarily need to give birth to a baby in
order to have milk to feed. They claim that as soon as a girl gets her period,
she can breastfeed. According to them, even a virgin girl is able to
breastfeed and can make the males Mahram to herself.
Ansari Shafi‟i has written in his Asna al-Matalib,
ح َك ْى
ْ ُٚ ٌْ َنىْ رَِهذْ) ََٔنى
ْ  َِٔإ، ِْغٍَٛ ا ْنح
َع
ِ َْخً ثََهغَذَٛشْزَ َشؽُ كَََُْٕٓب ايْشََأحً حُٛ ََ صَهَبصَ ٌخ انْأََٔ ُل انًُْ ْشػِعُ فَِْٙٔ
... .ْشًََُْبَٛذ يُضَ َٔجَ ًخ َأوْ ِثكْشًا َأوْ غ
ْ َ ثِجُهُٕغَِٓب عََٕا ٌء َأكَب
There are three principles for Rida‟ the first of which is that the one who is
going to suckle must be an alive woman who has got her period. There is no
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need for her to have already given birth to a baby. No difference if she has
not yet even reached the age of puberty. Neither is there any difference in
the matter whether she is married or a virgin.
Al-Ansari al-Shafi‟I, Abu Yahya Zakarya (died in 926 AH), Asna al-Matalib
fi Sharh Rowdh al-Talib, vol. 3, p. 415; researched by Mohammad
Mohammad Tamir; published by Dar al-Kutub al-„Ilmiyya, Beirut, the first
edition, 1422 AH-2000 AD.
Bajirami has made a similar comment in Minhaj al-Tullab.
ْٕ ََب ًح ُيغْزَقِ َش ًح (ثََهغَذْ) َٔنََٛخً) حََٛخً حِِّٛ كََُْٕ ُّ آدَيِٛ َٔشُ ِشؽَ ف، ٌ َٔيُ ْشػِع، ٌٍ َٔنَ َج، ٌعِٛأَ ْسكَبَُُّ) صَهَبصَ ٌخ ( َسػ
... .ًَخِٛجَِٚخً رَقْشٍَِٚ قًََشُِِٛ ِرغْعَ ع: ٘
ْ َْغٍ) أَٛعٍَ ح
ِ ( ِثكْشًا
“There are three principles for Rida‟; the one who is breastfed, the
production of milk and the person who suckles. The one who is going to
breastfeed needs to be an alive human. She should have reached the age of
puberty. She should have got her period even if she is a virgin. It means that
she should be at least nine years of age.”
Al-Bajirami al-Shafi‟I, Sulayman Ibn Mohammad Ibn „Umar (died in 1221
AH), Hashiyat al-Bajirami „Ala Minhaj al-Tullab, vol. 4, p. 131; published
by al-Maktabat al-Islamiyya, Diyar Bikr, Turkey.
And here is what Baghawi has affirmed in Sharh al-Sunna,
ْٙٔ ، ٓب انجهٕغٛحزًم فٚ ٍ عٙ رضجذ انحشيخ إرا كبَذ ف، بٛ فأسػعذ ثّ طج، ٍٔإرا َضل نهجكش نج
.. .ٍُٛرغع ع
“As soon as milk was gushed out of a virgin girl‟s teats and she breastfed
someone, he would get Mahram beyond any doubt. But the condition is that
she should have reached the age of puberty which is, in fact, nine years.”
Al-Baghawi, al-Hussein Ibn Mas‟ud (died in 516 AH), Sharh al-Sunna, vol.
9, p. 79; researched by Shu‟ayb al-Arnaut-Mohammad Zahir al-Shawish;
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published by al-Maktab al-Islami, Damascus, Beirut, the second edition,
1403 AH-1983 AD.
Many Sunni scholars are of the same opinion over this issue, but we could
only point to a handful of them above in a nutshell.
Now our question is that how come a little virgin girl could breastfeed but
Ayisha could not?
Abu Mohammad Dulabi, a well-known Sunni scholar, used to feed
children with his breast milk:
The prominent Sunni scholar, Abu Mohammad Yafi‟i, has written a
biography about Abu Mohammad Dulabi, admiring him as a man with
extraordinary qualities. According to him, the foremost of his qualities was
his ability to breastfeed children.
ٌخ انقشاءاد ٔيعذًٍٛ شٛ طبحت انٍٙ ٔعجع يبئخ) انًزكٕسح رٕفٚ انغُخ (إحذٖ ٔعششٙٔف
ٕش أثٛٓذ انشٛش انغٛخ انكجٛانجشكبد يقشا حشو اهلل رعبنٗ ٔيحقق قشاءح كزبة اهلل عض ٔجم انش
ذادٚ اهلل رعبنٗ عُّ َٔفع ثّ كبٌ يٍ رٔ٘ انكشايبد انعذٙيحًذ عجذ اهلل انًعشٔف ثبنذالٔ٘ سػ
ذادًٛٔانى َبقت انح
ـٕفٚ ّزّٚ ٔعهٗ آنّ أفؼم انظالح ٔانغالو ٔسأٛذ األَبو عهٛقبل إَّ يًٍ عًع سد انغالو يٍ عٚ
شاً فئرا جبءّٛ ٔكبٌ قذ اَحُٗ اَحُبء كضٕٛو أعجٕعًب ثعذ فشاغ انـهجخ يٍ انقشاءح عهٚ  ػحٗ كمٙف
.ّعذ رنك يٍ كشايبرٚ ٌإنٗ انحجش األعٕد صال رنك االَحُبء ٔقجهّ ٔكب
ّّ ثبنهجٍ فأسػع رنك انـفم حزٗ عكذ ٔنٚٔيُٓب أَّ كبٌ عُذِ ؿفم غبثذ أيّ عُّ فجكٗ فذس صذ
شحٛٓشح شٛكشايبد أخشٖ كض
"Abu Mohammad known as Dulabi passed away in 721 AH. He was Sahib
al-Yamin, the source of blessings, the Qur‟an reciter in God‟s sanctuary
(Ka‟bah), a grand professor and a notable Sayyid. He enjoyed numerous
unique qualities. It has been quoted that Dulabi was one of the individuals
who received response from the Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) when
they saluted him. I used to see him performing Tawaf (moving around the
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Ka‟bah) seven times at sunrise every day after finishing his Qur‟an classes.
Although he was bent, he could kiss and pay homage to Hajar al-Aswad (the
black stone) because as soon as he reached to the site he became straight up.
As yet another extraordinary quality, he could suckle a crying and hungry
baby whose mother was away. Abu Mohammd Dulabi‟s breasts got filled
with milk all of a sudden. The baby was pacified once Dulabi fed him with
his breast milk.”
Al-Yafi‟I, Abu Mohammad Abdullah Ibn As‟ad Ibn „Ali Ibn Sulayman (died
in 768 AH), Mirat al-Jinan wa „Ibrat al-Yaqzan, vol. 4, p. 260; published by
Dar al-Kitab al-Islami, Cairo, 1413 AH-1993 AD.
How come Mr. Dulabi could breastfeed a child as a man, but Ayishah could
not have such a miracle!
Should getting fed with milk be directly done from one’s teats?
In order to remove shame and disgrace from the face of this decree, some
supporters of Saqifah (a place where the Muslims from Medina or Ansar
gathered to discuss the future and leadership of the Muslims following the
Prophet‟s (PBUH) demise) made a new claim. They declared that feeding
should have not necessarily been done directly from breasts. As far as they
were concerned, milk could be drawn from breasts and poured in a
container. They believed that feeding someone with that drawn milk could
similarly make him Mahram to the one whom the milk belonged. On the
contrary, there is another group of Sunni scholars who believed that Rida‟ is
impossible to be realized unless a child or an adult suck milk directly from
one‟s breasts. They have said that indirect suckling can never make someone
Mahram to a woman. The following is what Ibn Hazm Andolosi has said
about the notion of Rida‟.
.ّ فقؾٛيغأنخ ٔأيب طفخ انشػبع انًحشو فئًَب ْٕ يب ايزظّ انشاػع يٍ صذ٘ انًشػعخ ثف
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 ؿعبو أٔ طتّٙ فجهعّ أٔ أؿعًّ ثخجض أٔ فٛ فٙ نجٍ ايشأح فششثّ يٍ أَبء أٔ حهت فٙفهًب يٍ عق
...ّئب ٔنٕ كبٌ رنك غزاءِ دْشِ كهٛحشو شٚ  أرَّ أٔ حقٍ ثّ فكم رنك الٙ أَفّ أٔ فٙ فًّ أٔ فٙف
ّقبل أسػعزّ رشػعٚ عٛ انشػٙٓب فٚغًٗ إسػبعب إال يب ٔػعزّ انًشأح انًشػعخ يٍ صذٚ ٔال
.إسػبعب
بِ رقٕل سػعّٚ انضذ٘ ٔايزظبطّ إٛع ثفٛغًٗ سػبعخ ٔال إسػبعب إال أخز انًشػع أٔ انشػٚ ٔال
.شػع سػبعب ٔسػبعخٚ
ء يُّ أسػبعب ٔال سػبعح ٔال سػبعب إًَب ْٕ حهتٙغًٗ شٚ ٔأيب كم يب عذا رنك يًب ركشَب فال
...ئبٛحشو اهلل عض ٔجم ثٓزا شٚ ش ٔنىٛٔؿعبو ٔعقبء ٔششة ٔأكم ٔثهع ٔحقُخ ٔععٕؽ ٔرقـ
حشوٚ حشو انغعٕؽ ثهجٍ انًشأح ٔالٚ ش ثٍ ععذ الٛ ْزا فقبل انهٙقبل أثٕ يحًذ ٔقذ اخزهف انُبط ف
( ( ( ٘ظ ثشػبع إًَب انشػبع يب يض يٍ انضذٛ انذٔاء ألَّ نٙ نجٍ انًشأح فٙغقٗ انظجٚ ٌأ
) ) ) انضهش
... ًبٌ ٔأطحبثُبٛ عهٙش ْٔزا قٕنُب ْٕٔ قٕل أثْٛزا َض قٕل انه
“Problem: How can drinking breast milk make someone Mahram? The only
condition for someone to become Mahram to a woman is to drink milk
directly from her teats. The following cases will never bring about Rida‟. In
case breast milk is drawn into a container; drawn into someone‟s mouth in a
way that he could drink it; drunk along side a piece of bread; mixed with
other food or dripped into mouth, nose or ears, Rida‟ will never be realized.
Rida‟ will not be realized unless a woman put her teat into one‟s mouth to
feed him with milk.
Rida‟ will not be realized unless one sucks a woman‟s breast to drink milk.
No way other than the two mentioned ones will result in Rida‟.
As far as Abu Mohammad in concerned, there are differences of opinions
over the topic. Layth Ibn Sa‟d has said, „If a woman‟s breast milk is dripped
into one‟s nose or her milk is drawn into a container, Rida‟ will not be
realized. The phenomenon is possible only if one sucks milk directly from a
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woman‟s teat.‟ Abi Sulayman and all followers of our sect are also of the
same mind.”
Ibn Hazm al-Andolosi, al-Zahiri, Abu Mohammad „Ali Ibn Ahmad Ibn
Saeed (died in 456 AH), al-Mahalli, vol. 10, p. 7; researched by Li Janat
Ihya al-Turath al-„Arabi; published by Dar al-Afaq al-Jadidah, Beirut.
In response to a question that how an adult could ever drink milk from a
woman‟s breast, Ibn Hazm has said as follows,
خٛشػع صذٖ ايشأح أجُجٚ ٌش أٛحم نهكجٚ فٛـهق ثّ نغبَّ كٚ ًبٛخبف اهلل رعبنٗ فٚ ٔقبل ثعغ يٍ ال
ّ ٔعهى انز٘ أيش ثزنك ٔانقبئم ثٓزاٛقبل أثٕ يحًذ ْزا اعزشاع يجشد عهٗ سعٕل اهلل طهٗ اهلل عه
ٌٓب ٔخبطشرٓب ٔأٌ نهحشح أٛٚشٖ انُبط صذٚ بَخٚ عشٙـهق أٌ نهًًهٕكخ أٌ رظهٚ ٌغزحٗ يٍ أٚ ال
ٍٛشاْب انظبدس ٔانٕاسد ثٚٔ  فشجٓب يقذاسانذسْى انجغهٗ رظهٗ كزنكٙرزعًذ أٌ ركشف يٍ ػ فز
. انًغجذ ٔأٌ ركشف أقم يٍ سثع ثـُٓب كزنكٙانجًبعخ ف
.ٍٚبء ٔقهخ انذَٛٔعٕر ثبهلل يٍ عذو انح
“Some people do not fear from God and say nonsense by asking, „How
come is it Halal (lawful) for an adult male to drink milk from the breast of a
strange woman?‟
Abu Mohammad (Ibn Hazm) said, „The question is nothing but bringing the
Holy Prophet‟s (Peace be Upon Him) decree into question. Shame on the
person who has said that it is permissible for a slave maid to uncover her
breasts and buttocks while doing her prayer in public! Shame on him for
saying that it is permissible for a non-slave woman to consciously unveil her
sexual organ and do prayer at a site where people can easily see her! And
shame on the one who has said that a non-slave woman is allowed to expose
one fourth of her belly while performing prayer! I seek refuge in God for all
this imprudence and disgrace.”
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Ibn Hazm al-Andolosi, al-Zahiri, Abu Mohammad „Ali Ibn Ahmad Ibn
Saeed (died in 456 AH), al-Mahalli, vol. 10, p. 23; researched by Li Janat
Ihya al-Turath al-„Arabi; published by Dar al-Afaq al-Jadidah, Beirut.
The person whom Ibn Hazm blamed was Nu‟man Ibn Thabit Abu Hamifah,
known as a grand Sunni Imam. In his book, al-Mahalli, vol. 3, p. 224, Ibn
Hazm has explained his decree in detail.
The senior Sunni scholar, Zayn al-„Abidin Iraqi, has also addressed the topic
in discussion. He has quoted Ibn Hazm as saying that drinking milk needs to
be directly carried out from a woman‟s teat as the only condition to make a
male Mahram to her.
ٍ ْٕٔ يحشوّٛ يٍ انزقبء انجششرٛبْب ثئسػبعّ نًب فّٚ انظالح ٔانغالو إٛانغبثعخ اعزشكم أيشِ عه
ٍ عٙحزًم أَّ عفٚٔ ...بعٛ عٙش يحشيب نّ قبل انقبػٛغزكًم انشػبع انًعزجش ٔرظٚ ٌقجم أ
ٗٓيغّ نهحبجخ كًب خض ثبنشػبعخ يع انكجش اَز
ٗى االؿالع عهٚال عهٗ االخزظبص ثّ ألٌ انقبعذح رحشٛ رنك دنٙ عهٙٔجعم أثٕ انعجبط انقشؿج
شػع ٔالٚ ًٌكٍ أٚ قبلٚ ّ قبل ٔالٛجٕص االؿالع عهٚ  أٌ صذ٘ انحشح عٕسح الٙخزهف فٚ انعٕسح ٔال
ٗٓجٕص اَزٚ ـهع ألَب َقٕل َفظ انزقبو حهًخ انضذ٘ ثبنفى اؿالع فالٚ
ٗغزظٕة اثٍ حضو رنك ٔاقزؼٚ  يٍ ششثّ ثعذ حهجّ ٔنىٙعشط عهٗ ركش يب رقذو عٍ انقبػٚ ٔنى
خ؟ صىٛشػع صذ٘ ايشأح أجُجٚ ٌش أٛحم نهكجٚ فٛ ك:كاليّ جٕاصِ يـهقب فئَّ حكٗ عٍ ثعؼٓى أَّ قبل
ٌٓب ٔخبطشرٓب ٔأٌ نهحشح أٌ رزعًذ أٚشٖ انُبط صذٚ بَخَٚقؼّ ثقٕل يٍ قبل إٌ نأليخ انظالح عش
 كزنك ٔإٌ ركشف أقم يٍ سثع ثـُٓب كزنكٙ رظهٙ فشجٓب قذس انذسْى انجغهُٙكشف يٍ شفزٚ
ى االيزظبص يٍ انضذ٘ ٔحكبِ عٍ ؿبئفخٚ انزحشٙ ٔاعزجش اثٍ حضو ف...ٗٓاَز
“The seventh point about Rida‟ al-Kabir (breastfeeding adult males):
A question that has been raised with regard to the notion of Rida‟ al-Kabir is
that in order for a strange man and a woman to get Mahram, a skin contact
needs to be established first between them and that such a practice is Haram
(unlawful) as a matter of fact.
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According to Qadhi „Ayyadh, such a practice might be permissible in case of
a need for milk. Breastfeeding of grown-up men is basically considered a
special decree.
Abu „Abbas Qurtabi has described the narrative above as a justification for
the fact that the rule of making an adult male Mahram through breastfeeding
is a specific case. That is because looking at a woman‟s sexual organ is a
general rule. And there is no dispute over whether her breasts are also
considered as a sexual organ with the prohibition of looking at them. And it
seems impossible for one to drink milk from teats but avoid looking at them
at the same time. Since breastfeeding is tantamount to a skin contact, it is not
permissible. (Hence, this rule should be applied as a general rule). However,
he did not notice the point that Qadhi had really wanted to convey. He had
pointed out that milk could be drawn from breasts before feeding someone.
Meanwhile, despite catching the words of Qadhi, Ibn Hazm has rejected the
practice of drawing milk. He has quoted a number of scholars as raising
doubts that how could an adult ever drink milk from the breast of an
unknown woman. Then, he has himself replied that those scholars were the
ones who permitted a slave maid to uncover her breasts and buttocks and a
non-slave woman to reveal her sexual organ while performing prayers in
public.
As far as Ibn Hazm is concerned, one should necessarily be fed directly from
a woman‟s breast in order to become Mahram with her. He has also cited a
number of other figures who had similar views on the issue.”
Al-„Araqi, Abu al-Fadhl Zayn al-Din „Abd al-Rahim Ibn al-Hussein (died in
806 AH), Tarh al-Tathrib fi Sharh al-Taqrib, vol. 7, p. 129; researched by
„Abd al-Qadir; published by Dar al-Kutub al-„Ilmiyya, Beirut, the first
edition, 2000 AD.
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Kashani Hanafi has, for his part, asserted that putting teats into one‟s mouth
is the only condition to realize Rida‟.
ِحظِهَ ًخ نِهشَشْؽ
َ ذ ُي
ْ َ ََٓب َفكَبٍْٚ يٍ اسْ ِرؼَبعَِٓب ثِئِنْقَبيَِٓب َصذ
ُ ِٛػعَ ِخ انزَ ًْك
ِ َٔإِ ًََب انًَْ ْٕجُٕ ُد يٍ انًُْ ْش
The necessary condition is that a woman puts her breast inside one‟s mouth
so that he can drink milk.
Al-Kasani al-Hanafi, „Ala al-Din Abi Bakr Ibn Mas‟ud Ibn Ahmad al-Shashi
known as Malik al-„Ulama (died in 587 AH), Badai‟ al-Sanai‟ fi Tartib alSharai‟, vol. 4, p. 11; published by Dar al-Kitab al-„Arabi, Beirut, the second
edition, 1982 AD.
Therefore, according to the Sunni scholars and senior figures whose views
were discussed earlier, a grown-up man needs to directly drink milk from a
woman‟s breasts. And Ibn Hazm has declared that any possible doubt raised
about the matter is indeed an objection to the Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him).
Good Luck
The Group Responsible for Answers to Doubts
Hazrat Wali Asr (AS) Research Institute
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